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literature is unusually rich in its collection
of ballads; and recent researches have re-
vealed an unexpected wealth among the
Serbians, who are still producing ballads or
maintaining those they have. No systematic
effort to collect ballads and study them was
made until the publication of Percys Re-
liques in England in 1765. This served as an
impetus to widespread study of the ballad,
and attempts to gather the folk-songs from
those who were still reciting them as they
were handed down by word of mouth. The
result of this study in England was a great-
er spontaneity in poetic form, as shown by
the poems of Coleridge, Wordsworth and
Scott. In Germany, France, and other
countries a similar revival of interest, with
similar results, was taking place.
Another important English collection was
Scott's Border Minstrelsy, published in 1802-
03. Such poems as Tennyson's Revenge,
EossettFs King's Tragedy and Sister Helen,
and Coleridge's Ancient Mariner are imita-
tions or adaptations of real ballads. In
America Longfellow wrote many ballads.
One of the best known—Wreck of tlie Hes-
perus—is given in full in the article Lan-
guage and Grammar (section for fifth year).
In the same section may be found Campbell's
Lord Ullin's Daughter.
BALLARAT, "bal a rat', the second city in
size in the federated state of Victoria,
Australia. It is seventy-five miles north-
west of Melbourne, the metropolis and
capital. The city is in a rich gold-produc-
ing country, and the largest industries center
around mining. Ballarat was the scene of
one of the earliest gold discoveries in Vic-
toria, June, 1851. A nugget weighing about
184 pounds, the largest ever discovered, was
found at Ballarat and was sold for $52,500*
Quartz mining is now the leading feature
of the district; gold-bearing reefs are re-
muneratively worked at a depth of 900 and
1,000 feet. The town of Ballarat consists of
three distinct municipalities, Ballarat East,
Sebastopol and Ballarat West, with an ag-
gregate population of 41,550 (1927). It has
iron-foundries, breweries and distilleries, sev-
eral flour mills and other factories. It is con-
nected by railway with Melbourne and
Adelaide.
BALLET, bal lay', a kind of dance, now
used chiefly as interlude in a theatrical per-
formance. Its original aim was to represent
actions and feelings through dancing and
 gestures. This idea arose early in the
eighteenth century, but the modern ballet
differs greatly from the original, for it is
now rather a spectacular dance than a dra-
matic representation, the main purpose
being rather to please the eye than to im-
press the mind. The ballet as used in modern
operas is more nearly the ballet of old, for it
is usually more or less closely connected with
the play and incorporated in it, as in Faust
and Tannhauser.
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ALLOON'. Although the
free balloon is the de-
vice by which man first
rose into the air, its prac-
tical use today is limited
to a few special fields. It
is valuable for exploring
the upper atmosphere, in
gathering meteorological
data, as a point of obser-
vation in warfare, and
for training men in the
principles of dirigible air-
ships. The typical free
balloon consists of a huge
spherical non-porous bag
containing some lighter-than-air gas, such as
hydrogen or helium, and from which is
suspended a ear in which the crew rides. The
enclosed gas tends to rise because it is lighter
than the surrounding atmosphere and in do-
ing so it carries its envelope and attached gea>
with it.
The first balloons were constructed by
Stephen and Joseph Montgolfier, French
paper makers, who had noticed that when a
light paper bag is filled with smoke over a
fire it rises in the air. In 1783 the brothers
built a paper and linen bag 35 feet in diam-
eter and filled it with hot air by suspending
it over a fire. When released the balloon rose
several thousand feet in the air and traveled
for more than a mile before descending, to
the great astonishment of the spectators. At
first the lifting power was ascribed to some
mysterious quality of the "vapour" instead
of to the fact that hot air is lighter in weight
than the colder surrounding air. Later a
few barnyard animals were carried in an as-
eeat over Paris and then preparations were
made for a flight in which humans would be
carried aloft, which was accomplished before
the year was over when two bold Frenchmen
made a five-mile ^ight More extended flights
were made by suspending a fire basket ty^

